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† MAUREEN OSTERMANN ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER ¢
The Society recently named its offices in honor of former trustee and former Society president, Maureen Ostermann.  

Check out the new signage on front of the building when you have a chance.

The Society’s new book on Long 
Island painter and local summer 
resident Charles Henry Miller 
(1842-1922) has arrived. With 
over 200 pages of color images 
and important research, it is a 
must have for anyone interested 
in local art. You can get your copy 
today at the Society’s Museum 
Gift Shop. e

From the Collections:  Booth house Receipts
Every time you buy something you get a receipt, and most of the time you glance 
at the receipt and throw it out. Every once in a while a receipt might be important 
enough that you tuck it away for safe keeping. In January, we got in just such group 
of receipts. The lumber and furnishing receipts for the expansion of Booth House 
were donated to the Historical Society. The receipts are a fascinating look into size 
and décor of a now vanished icon of the Greenport tourist trade. Henry Booth, 
from January to May 1868, purchased enough lumber to build an extension on to 
his hotel. He furnished it with ten beds, some with feather mattresses and some 
with husk mattresses. He bought wash stands, rocking chairs, a dresser and candle 
stands. Several of the beds were ordered with casters, one was a stylish Cottage  
Bed, which was decorated with light false grain finish and pinstripes. All of this 
information came from just two of the receipts that were in the group acquired on 
the Booth House.   — Amy Folk 
 

Director’s Corner 
Not much of a winter.

After two grueling winters, this year we were blessed with a respite from the 
snow. It was a pleasant surprise, considering all the money we spent last year 
on snow removal, and now we look forward to the spring.

It is in spring that things at the Society really begin to awaken. First up is the 
April Showers Dinner, followed quickly by the biggest fundraiser of the year — the 
art auction. There are a number of nice items already in for the auction — you 
can check out images of the items already in our website. The Founder’s Tea 
will round out the spring with delicious homemade finger foods and a presen-
tation and book signing.

At the tail end of May, the Horton Point Lighthouse will reopen with some 
updated displays.  In early June, we will hold our annual yard sale.  I am told by 
those that enjoy going to them, that our sale is looked forward to with great an-
ticipation.  We have been hoarding up donations since last June, so we should 
have some great material to offer for sale.

We hope to see you at one of these upcoming programs and events!

     — Geoffrey K. Fleming 
         Director
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Next deadline for the newsletter: 
June 1st for July, August, and September

The Society Office will be CLOSED Memorial Day

President’s Corner

This year begins with a significant change in your Board of Trustees. Of its 18 
members, eight are new to the board.  These trustees represent you and act as a 

conduit to bring in new and interesting ideas for the Society’s future success. Please 
get to know our new members:  Barbara Brunjes, Sara Evans, Betty Goldsmith, Joyce 
Grigonis, Gail Horton, Janet Larsen, and Joel Reitman. The eighth member is yet to 
be named as John D’Angelo needed to drop out. We shall miss him.
 As I work with Trustees and Committee Chairs, I am finding a wonderful group 
of dedicated volunteers who make the Southold Historical Society vibrant, interest-
ing and successful. Please feel free to join as a volunteer on any of our committees. 
With over 20 committees, from the Lighthouse to Fundraising, we know you will feel 
welcome. Your enthusiasm becomes our success.
 As your president, I am always eager to open new doors, and welcome your ideas 
about the Society. Please feel free to contact me at any event, through the Society  
office 765-5500 or at my home 765-3043 or jbarnes1@optonline.net — I am  
interested in your views.
 Please consider the newsletter note from your Fundraising Committee: your  
support is needed and will be appreciated.
      — John Barnes, President

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
We are again looking to secure Special Events Patron support at the level of $250. 

Our goal is to secure at least 50 Patrons for 2012. 

Your participation can make a difference. 

Events Patrons will be recognized at 3 major events and be 
listed in the Annual Report for 2012. In addition, 
Events Patrons will receive 2 tickets (approx. $150 value) 
for our July 7 Summer Gala at Founder’s Landing. 
Finally; we could really use additional leadership on the 
Fundraising Committee. If you have either experience with 
or enthusiasm for fundraising (one of the most important 
factors affecting Society success), please give us a call.

NEW TRUSTEES

This year, we welcomed a large new group to the Board of Trustees:

Barbara Brunjes – A former school teacher who volunteers at the Treasure Exchange

Sara Evans – An author and editor who co-authored our book, A Shared Aesthetic

Betty Goldsmith – A former teacher who volunteers with the Education of Youth Committee

Joyce Grigonis – An expert in design who has volunteered with the Exhibition Committee

Gail Horton – A local historian and supporter of many Society projects

Janet Larsen – A former fundraiser who volunteers with the Collections Committee and  
   the Treasure Exchange

Joel Reitman – A former school teacher who volunteers at the Horton Point Lighthouse



IN MEMORIAM

B. J. Graeb
(1933-2012)

Gift Shop Volunteer
Membership Chair

PLANNED GIVING
                [\

Consider Planned Giving:  
You can become a part of the 
Southold Historical Society’s 
legacy by including the  
Society in your estate plans. 
Giving opportunities include 
outright bequests of cash, 
securities or property.  
We recommend that you   
discuss your estate plans  
with your own legal and  
financial advisors. Kindly  
notify the Society at 765-5500  
if you are considering a  
bequest or if you have any 
other questions.  Planned  
Giving is fundamental to the 
long-term success of 
the Society. 

From the Archives
It’s time once again to broadcast something special. Southold’s first and only radio 
station signed-on-the-air on July 3, 1985. WBAZ 101.7 FM offered pride to both 
the ownership of the station and the community as well. The offices and studios 
were located in the Winds Way Professional Center on the North Road in South-
old. Quality programming plus community service was offered by WBAZ and the 
station really did “light up the bays” until being sold 12 years later. I can attest to 
the fact myself of the outstanding charm and flair the broadcasters delivered on 
air. Remember Paul Lockwood, Kerry McNally, Ted Schreiber and Lydia Tortora 
as just a few examples? It is a pleasure to note that Southold Historical Society was 
given material by the station’s president Joe Sullivan to add to its archives collec-
tion. Included is a brief history of how it was founded, lists of awards, citations and 
testimonials, audiotapes, photos, and so much more. Fortunately, this treasured 
piece of history has been given a resource where patrons like you can stop by and 
learn more about it. 

I am here Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and can be reached by e-mail at 
southoldresearch@gmail.com or by telephone at 765-5500. — Dan McCarthy

WBAZ 101.7 ASCHS ß
AssociAtion of suffolk  
county HistoricAl societies

ASCHS holds quarterly 
meetings at various locations 
throughout Suffolk and  
Nassau counties. Each 
meeting includes a morning 
program hosted by a historical 
society followed by a luncheon 
meeting at a nearby restaurant. 
Since Southold Historical 
Society is an ASCHS 
member, any society member 
is invited to attend. The next 
meeting is at Northport 
Historical Society on April 
28. Call the office for 
complete information.

HORTON POINT LIGHTHOUSE 
Re-opens for the season — Saturday May 26th. 
Come climb the tower, see the ‘Tale of a Whale’ exhibit, and enjoy beautiful views to Connecticut.

Horton Point Lighthouse, overlooking the Long Island Sound, occupies one of the 
most scenic locations in Southold. It houses the Society’s Nautical Museum con-
taining maritime objects, boat models, whaling artifacts and paintings. Visitors can 
also climb the tower, with its working light. Come and join us at this local treasure 
on weekends and holidays from Memorial Day weekend (May 26, 27, 28) until  
Columbus Day. Tour groups can be scheduled during the week by arrangement. 
There are also many volunteer opportunities at this unique and interesting museum.

Otto J. Kurth, “On the Way to The Bahamas”Julia M. Wickham, “Fall Marsh Scene”

Don’t miss the art auction on April 28th!  Here is a sampling of the many fine pieces:

THE TREASURE EXCHANGE ß
 Opening full time beginning April 3, 2012.
 
 Consignments will be accepted beginning on April 3rd,
 and each Tuesday after that date through mid-November.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAMS
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APRIL 12 • APRIL SHOWERS DINNER  12:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
The Soundview Restaurant will host this annual kick-off event.  
Choice of chicken or fish will be available, as will 50-50 raffle tickets.

APRIL 28 •  ANNUAL ART AUCTION  7:00 pm  
One of our most “fun” fundraising events, come and enjoy seeing and buying 
paintings, watercolors, photographs, and sculptures by some of our favorite local 
artists. The auction will be held at Castello di Borghese Vineyard, Route 48, 
Cutchogue, NY. The preview will be from 6 pm to 7 pm, auction begins at 7pm.

MAY 6  •  FOUNDER’S TEA  3:00 pm 
Join us for homemade desserts and finger foods which will accompany a  
presentation and book signing.

JUNE 9  •  SOCIETY YARD SALE  8:00 am - 2:00 pm 
We have been storing up wonderful donations for this highly anticipated event 
all year long. We will open promptly at 8am – no earlier!

WEEK OF JULY 9  •  SUMMER MORNING WORKSHOPS 
The popular Summer Morning Workshop series for youngsters is scheduled for 
the week of July 9. Youngsters entering grades four, five and six in September 
are eligible to attend. A variety of workshops are offered each day. The cost 
per youngster is $15 and includes a mid-morning snack and all materials. All 
programs are three hours in length and enrollment is limited. Call the office for 
additional information.

Save the Date
JULY 7TH  

Summer Gala
AT FOUNDER’S LANDING 

Fine food – wine & beer bar – live music 
– silent auction.


