
Southold Historical Society

SPRING  2013

54325 Main Road
PO Box 1
Southold NY 11971

631.765.5500
FAX 631.765.8510
sohissoc@optonline.net
www.southoldhistoricalsociety.org

 Preserving & Promoting

Southold’s History

Director’s 
Corner
The mailbox is gone again.

Each winter I can expect – without much 
worry – that a town plow will knock over my 
mailbox and when the weather warms, that I 
will have to nail it back onto its post. During the 
blizzard this past February the town plow actu-
ally broke the post in twain – so now I go to 
the post office where they are holding my mail 
until I can replace it. Like my mail box, there is 
always regular work to be done at our historical 
society, from painting to fixing stuck doors and 
drafty windows. But there are also fun things to 
do that help drown out the drudgery.  

This year, our new exhibition building – the 
Reichert Family Center – will host a full season 
of exhibitions for the public to enjoy. First up 
is a photograph exhibit that will feature images 
of a young Harold Goldsmith, a professional 
baseball player during the teens and twen-
ties who later became a popular high school 
teacher. This spring, the Society’s new book on 
the history of the 1854 Wickham Murders will 
be released – watch for an exhibit on the same 
subject this summer. And in the late summer/
early fall we will release our most ambitious 
book project yet – a history of the mysterious 
Plum Island.

Soon our “snow-bird” volunteers will begin 
returning to Long Island, and we hope to see 
them and many of you at the first two big spring 
events – the April Showers Dinner and the  
Annual Art Auction. 

   — Geoffrey K. Fleming 
         Director

THE TREASURE EXCHANGE 
ß

The exchange will open full-time beginning 
the first week of April. (Tues-Sat, 10-4)
The first day of consignment is 
Tuesday, April 2, from 10am to 2 pm.

=================== UPCOMING EVENTS ===================
 Above: “Gloucester Harbor” by Otto J. Kurth

Below: “Sound Shore” by Whitney M. Hubbard

Early Art Auction entries:

APRIL 6, 1pm – HAL GOLDSMITH PHOTO 

EXHIBIT OPENS. One of the only professional 

baseball players to come from the North Fork, this 

exhibit features images from 1916-1930, the year 

Goldsmith played in the minor and major leagues.  

The exhibit will be at the Reichert Family Cen-

ter, and will be open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday, 

1-4pm.

APRIL 11, 12 - 8pm – APRIL SHOWERS 

DINNER. The annual spring dinner will be held 

at the SoundView Restaurant, and will feature 

choice of chicken, fish, or a vegetarian meal and a 

50/50 raffle. Dinner tickets will be available at the 

office or on-site the day of the dinner.

APRIL 27, 7pm – ANNUAL ART AUCTION.  

The art auction features works by living eastern 

Long Island artists as well as older works by some 

of our old favorites, including Whitney M. Hub-

bard, George W. Hallock, and Albert Latham. 

Preview 6-7pm, refreshments served.

MAY 5, 3pm – FOUNDER’S TEA. Each year this 

tea is held at the Currie-Bell House to honor the 

memory of our founder, Ann Hallock Currie-Bell. A 

lecture/presentation will be followed by refreshments.

MAY 25 – LIGHTHOUSE OPENS. The Society’s 

nautical Museum at Horton Point Lighthouse opens 

to the public Memorial Day weekend and will open 

through Columbus Day, Saturday & Sunday, 1-4pm

JUNE 1 – PAINTING EXHIBIT OPENS.  

Grenning Gallery of Sag Harbor is partnering with 

us again to feature a painting exhibit for the month 

of June at the Reichert Family Center. The exhibit 

will be open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday, 1-4pm.

JUNE 8, 8:30 am – ANNUAL SOCIETY 

YARD SALE. The yard sale has become one of 

our biggest events, drawing in people from all over 

the east end, so prepare to dig for treasures on June 

8th. If you have materials to donate to the sale, 

please call the office at 765-5500 – we are happy 

to pick up!

Have a piece of good Long Island art you want to sell?
Bring it in for the Society’s annual art auction! 

For details, give us a call at 765-5500.
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President’s Corner
The CHILDREN OF SOUTHOLD need your help!

Those of you have read the President’s Message before know that I tend to focus 
on the wonderful work done by our many volunteers. There is, however, a problem 
which most of you will easily understand. We are getting older and some tasks  
properly belong to the young.

I could not be happier with the wonderful job done by our dedicated volunteers.  
But we now have a problem with a very important summer event that is focused on 
CHILDREN, young families, and their associated grandparents; the ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL, to be held on Saturday, August 3, 2013.

What is needed is a leader or two along with a team of workers to organize and man 
the various booths & activities. Probably about 12 people, preferably a bit energetic 
and enthusiastic, who are willing to commit to a day of solid voluntary work with a 
smile to warm the hearts of children, moms, dads, and the community.  

Without that help, the ICE CREAM SOCIAL may need to be canceled  
this year, and I, for one, am adamantly opposed to seeing this wonderful  
community event disappear. I will be there for the 4th year, cooking  
delicious hot dogs, if someone will grab the reins, pull together a team,  
and run this event.

For the “younger” crowd, this is your opportunity. We need your help, and so  
do the children of Southold. Feel free to call me personally at 765-3043, or call 
Deanna at the office number: 765-5500.  You can make a difference.

         — John Barnes, President

PLANNED GIVING  \

Consider Planned Giving: You can become a part of the Southold 
Historical Society’s legacy by including the Society in your estate plans. 
Giving opportunities include outright bequests of cash, securities or prop-
erty. We recommend that you discuss your estate plans with your own legal 
and financial advisors. Kindly notify the Society at 765-5500 if you are 
considering a bequest or if you have any other questions. Planned Giving 
is fundamental to the long-term success of the Society. \

FROM THE COLLECTIONS            

Sometimes the most interesting item that comes into the collection is not 
an antique. We recently received a book written by our neighboring histori-
cal society called Guardian of the Sound. The book which was created and 
produced by the Fishers Island Historical Society shows a wonderful array of 
photos from Fort H.G. Wright which was located on Fishers Island. Fishers Is-
land is so far away, I tend to forget that is part of our town! The information, 
including an essay written by William Gaines 
in the back of the book, speaks not only of Fort 
Wright but also contains valuable information 
on Fort Terry which was located on Plum Is-
land and Fort Michie on Great Gull Island. My 
interest in the forts has been spurred by the re-
search that has been going on for our upcom-
ing book on the history of Plum Island. If you 
have any information about Fort Terry on Plum 
Island let me know! 
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FUNDRAISING
For the Society to be successful, it is important for all of us to support 
as many of the Society’s fundraising events as possible. One way that 
can be done is to become a SPONSOR or PATRON of the Summer 
Gala. This event, along with others held throughout the year, en-
able the Society to offer more programs, exhibits, publications, and 
special events to our members and the community.
 In the next few weeks, you will be receiving requests to become a 
SPONSOR (at the level of $500 to $1,000) or a PATRON (at the 
level of $250). Please consider taking on this important role.  
 Special Events Patrons will be recognized at 3 major events and 
be listed in the Annual Report for 2013. In addition, Events Patrons 
will receive 2 tickets ($150 value) for our July 13 Summer Gala at 
Brecknock Hall. Sponsors receive more tickets as appropriate. Your 
support is critical to the Society and will be greatly appreciated.

NOTE: Please be sure to mark your calendars for the SUMMER GALA 
at BRECKNOCK HALL on Saturday, July 13, 2013, where we will be 
honoring past officer, trustee, and ever busy volunteer, Robert Pettit.

    — Your Fundraising Committee.

From the Archives  
The first American-made telescope lenses were made right here on the North Fork with 
hand and foot-powered machines. Peconic resident Henry Fitz began making tele-
scopes as a hobby in the 1840s. Henry Giles Fitz, who was better known as “Harry,” 
was the eldest son of camera and telescope maker Henry Fitz. Harry was born in 1847 
in New York City. When he was not yet 17 in 1863, as a result of the death of his 
father, he carried on the telescope business and completed his father’s contracts. When 
he reached his thirties, Harry Fitz put to use a talent that had long been a hobby – the 
teaching of drawing. His father was honored in August 1959 when The Workshop of 
Henry Fitz became a new exhibit at the Smithsonian Institute. Mrs. Louise Fitz Howell, 
granddaughter of the late Henry Fitz, donated the instruments Fitz used to develop the 
achromatic lens that were preserved and she gave them to the Smithsonian Institute and 
Custer Institute as well. Southold 
Historical Society archives has 
an incredible collection of mate-
rial on the Fitz family. I am at 
the Archives Tuesdays 9 AM to 
3 PM. Reach me by e-mail at 
southoldresearch@gmail.com 
or by telephone at 765-5500.  

— Dan McCarthy

Harry Fitz and his telescope.

HORTON 
POINT 
LIGHTHOUSE
The Horton Point Lighthouse 
Nautical Museum will reopen 
for the season beginning 
Memorial Day weekend 
through Columbus Day. 
Lighthouse museum hours 
are 11:30am to 4pm on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and 
Monday holidays. 
     

Cover of the new Wickham Murders book,
now available at the Prince Building.


