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Director’s Corner
To air condition or not?

The late summer has been a bit strange to say 
the least.  One evening it was so cool I needed 
heavy covers – then a few days later it was so hot I 
needed to put the air conditioning back on – then 
back to cool nights again. Ah, to have consistent 
temperatures at the right time of the year.

If nothing else, we have been consistent here at 
the society, offering lots of different programs and 
exhibits this summer.  In early July, we opened our 
exhibit on the Wickham Murders – which has be-
come very popular – we even had people waiting, 
to get in on a few Wednesdays.  Later in the month 
we opened an art exhibit on late New York City 
artist, Herman Hyneman, at the Reichert Center.   
If you have not had a chance to see his lovely 
paintings of women, make sure to do so before the 
show closes on September 21.

We came close to having a wash-out for the Sum-
mer Gala and Ice Cream Social, but the weather 
eventually cleared up. The gala went off smoothly, 
and at the social, we sold out of all 9 tubs of ice 
cream!  Perfect weather finally prevailed for the 
Long Island Opera performance at Horton Point 
Lighthouse – a beautiful evening and a wonderful 
assortment of opera favorites just made for a great 
night.

Watch for your mailer about this year’s lecture 
series – we are sure you will find something you’ll 
like!

   — Geoffrey K. Fleming 
         Director

Annual Appeal... 
It is almost time for the annual fall appeal. The appeal is an 

important fundraising tool and helps the Society to meets its 
  mission of preserving and presenting the history of 

Southold. We hope you will consider supporting 
the appeal when you receive it later this fall.

Jamie Davis entertains children at the Ice Cream Social.

Gala Attendees peruse items featured in the Silent Auction.
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Next deadline for the newsletter: 

December 1st 2013,  
for January, February & March 2014

The Society Office will be CLOSED: 
Columbus Day, Veterans Day,  
Thanksgiving Day, and for the  

Christmas Holidays, 12/24/13 – 1/1/14

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Thank you – and a look ahead.

We offer a large thank you to our 14 Sponsors and 34 Patrons who have supported 
the very successful Summer Gala, honoring Bob Petit at Brecknock Hall on July 13 
and the Ice Cream Social held on August 3. Thanks are also due to the Fundraising/ 
Gala Committee and the many volunteers who helped Ice Cream Social chairs – 
Tippy Case and Marie Scalia make this annual event full of fun for all. Our won-
derful society volunteers and the continued support of the membership really does 
provide the engine that makes our Society a continued success. Thank you all.

As we look ahead, I must note that we face some significant financial challenges. 
While our director and finance committee really hold a tight rein on expenditures, 
our many buildings and extensive programs gen-
erate significant costs that are not going down. 
To complicate the situation, one of our income 
sources (that is beyond our control) will cause a 
decrease in income of approximately $12,000 / 
year for several years ahead. The picture is clear; 
we either must move to increase our income or 
cut expenditures (which really means program 
cuts) in the year ahead.  Please consider this as 
you respond to the Annual Appeal this Fall. We 
continue to need your support.      

      — John Barnes, President
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About ASCHS 

(Association of Suffolk 
County Historical Societies) 

ASCHS quarterly meetings are 
hosted by various member organi-
zations providing them the oppor-
tunity to showcase their collections 
of artifacts and historic buildings 
to those in attendance. Meetings 
include a coffee hour welcome, 
a two to two and a half hour 
program and lunch at a nearby 
restaurant. April’s meeting was 
hosted by Shelter Island Historical 
Society and included a tour of the 
Historic Sylvester Manor which was 
featured in winter issue of Preser-
vation magazine and a Sunday NY 
Times article. The July 27th meet-
ing was held at the William Floyd 
estate. All members of the South-
old Historical Society are eligible 
to attend these meetings. Call the 
Society office (765-5500) for ad-
ditional information.

^ Museum Shop ] 

Our selection of books and publications is al-
ways growing. In an effort to properly display 
them, we have expanded the bookshelves in 
the Museum Gift Shop. Be sure to stop by the 
shop in the Prince Building to browse our ex-
tensive selection of local history and art books.  
We have some great children’s and hostess 
gifts as well. We are open Monday through Fri-
day from 9am-3pm and most Saturdays from 
11am to 3pm. You can also place orders over 
the phone or via our website.

The Lamp built by Mel Phaff 
presented to Bob Pettit at the gala.



FROM THE NEW COLLECTIONS CHAIR             

Since taking the chairmanship of the collections committee in July I have been asked, 
believe it or not, what are you collecting? Money? Objects of some sort? The question-
ers’ also cited various items that could be collections in themselves, old photos, letters, 
advertising signs. I won’t go on and I won’t name names. My answer is yes to all of that. 
Money is always welcome to a historical society, and of course single objects and collec-
tions are very important to us, provided they are of historical interest to our town. We 
have made great strides in adding to our collections over the years. The generosity of 
the Southold community has enriched the whole experience of the society for anyone 
who visits our buildings and lighthouse, attends our special exhibitions or has a need to 
use the archives for information and study. It’s almost all there, but maybe we are still 
missing something, something that you may have.    —  Ann Ristuccia

HORTON POINT 
LIGHTHOUSE
This summer Horton Point Lighthouse has entertained 
more than 1400 visitors. Some have come from far away 
while others live close by.  We love to hear their enthusias-
tic comments on the exhibits in the museum and the won-
derful views from the tower. It’s hard to believe that fall is 
just around the corner, but we will continue to be open on 
weekends through Columbus Day and during the week for 
tours by appointment.  We also look forward to hosting some 
of the local school children as part of Step Back in History 
Week.   
     —  Jill Wilson

From the Archives  
Food, Glorious Food! Can You Dig It? Some-
thing to Grow On! It’s flower time in Long Is-
land fields in October. Cauliflower (flower) farm-
ers race against winter to gather the ivory heads 
before iron frosts take their toll.  Riverhead and 
Southold streets are jammed with out-of-town 
drivers and truck drivers. In 1942, the two sis-
ter towns saw the cauliflower crop of the island 
passing along the auction block. Back then, Suf-
folk County was America’s cradle of the cauli-
flower industry. Flowers are packed face down 
with the stalks to the inside. That fine flower you 
choose for dinner stood in the field yesterday 
and was encased in its own foliage. The flower’s 
leaves are tied high overhead to keep the flower 
blanched. It was cut before the dew dried.  It 
was sold in the afternoon auction. It traveled 
to town in the evening. “Cauliflower is cabbage 
with a college education,” said Mark Twain. I am 
at the Archives Tuesdays 9 AM to 3 PM. Reach 
me by e-mail at southoldresearch@gmail.com or 
by telephone at 765-5500.  — Dan McCarthy

THE TREASURE EXCHANGE   
It has been a very good selling season! Customers often come  
in groups during a day trip from western Suffolk. Thanks to all!
The last day for consignments is Tuesday November 19th.

The Exchange 
will be open 
full time until 
Saturday 
December 21st.

Remember to 
shop locally 
this season!
 

FUNDRAIS ING  \

It is time to again reach out through our Annual 
Appeal to the membership for financial support 
which is vital to the success of the society. As the 
President’s Message noted, we are facing a signifi-
cant cut in Trust income (which the Society does 
not control) and the community’s response to 
the Annual Appeal in the next several years will 
become more important than ever. We urge each 
member to consider adding $50 to their response 
to the Annual Appeal. Your support is needed and 
will make a difference in our ability to provide 
continued outstanding programs for the commu-
nity. Thank you for your consideration. 
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 Preserving & Promoting

Southold’s History

CONSIDER PLANNED GIVING: You can become a part of the Southold Historical Society’s legacy 
by including the Society in your estate plans.  Giving opportunities include outright bequests of cash, 
securities or property.  We recommend that you discuss your estate plans with your own legal and 
financial advisors.  Kindly notify the Society at 765-5500 if you are considering a bequest or if you have 
any other questions.  Planned Giving is fundamental to the long-term success of the Society. \

SEPTEMBER 24 – DECEMBER 4: ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES 

Join us this fall for a series of six lectures on Long Island and New York 
State history.  All lectures take place at 8pm at Peconic Landing in 
Greenport.

9/25 Amy Folk  “Murder on Long Island” 

10/9 Maura Doyle “No Man is an Island: Sylvester Manor 
   and the Southold Connection”

10/22 Marisa Berman “A History of Nunley’s Amusement Park”

11/6 Nicole Menchise “Gentlemen Cartographers of Long Island”

11/20 Ronald Brown “How New York City Invented Christmas”

12/4 Richard Barons “The Home Front: The Spanish American 
    War & Camp Wikoff 1898-99”

OCTOBER 5: NORTH SHORE ART GUILD OPENING – 5pm-
7pm – Join us at the Reichert Family Center on Saturday for the opening 
reception for a two week juried art exhibit by members of the North Shore 
Art Guild.  The exhibit will be on display Thursday, October 3 through 
Saturday, October 12.

NOVEMBER 1: DECOY EXHIBIT OPENING - 5:30-7pm – Join us 
at the Reichert Family Center on Friday for the opening of an exhibit of 
historic Decoys by the DeMott family of Long Island.  The exhibit will be 
on display through Saturday, December 14.

NOVEMBER 14: HARVEST DINNER  – 12-8pm - The annual 
“Harvest Dinner” will be held at the Soundview Restaurant on Rte 48.  
Choice of pot roast or fish.  Service includes salad, dessert and coffee; 
tip included.  Join us for an evening of comfort food and good company!

NOVEMBER 29: CANDLELIGHT TOUR – 3pm-6pm - We will 
host our annual Candlelight Tour at the Museum grounds on the Main 
Road opposite the Firehouse on Friday, November 29, 2013 from 3:00 to 
6:00 p.m. All buildings will be decorated for the holiday season and open 
to the public. Farm and home craft demonstrations will take place in the 
various buildings, strolling musicians will be on the grounds, Santa will be 
visiting, and refreshments will be served. The annual tree lighting at 5:00 
p.m. will be accompanied by caroling led by the Southold High School 
Chorus Ensemble. No admission charge, donations accepted.

DECEMBER 1: HOLIDAY TEA – 3pm - Join us at 3pm for  
a presentation on the history of Race Rock Lighthouse,   
our speaker will be Pierce Rafferty, Director of the  
Henry L. Ferguson Museum on Fishers Island.  The  
presentation will be followed by refreshments.

=================== UPCOMING EVENTS ===================


