
This is a follow up to my remarks at 
our annual membership meeting 
in January of this year. As I see 

it, we are faced with two major problems. 
These are the eternal problem of funding 
the maintenance for our buildings and the 
lack of volunteers. The problems are inter-
related.

Just a bit of history. Over the years 
our Society has assembled a complex of 
old buildings that represent the past of 
Southold. Like all buildings, these structures 
need maintenance. You all as home owners 

are well aware of this. They 
must be open to the public 
in order to justify the 
Society’s ownership. When 
the Society was founded, 
people visited this sort of 
collection which they do, 

to only a limited extent, today. The Society 
needs to staff the Complex and its other 
exhibits with docents, but due to changes in 
life style there are few volunteers.

In spite of the fact that our exhibits do 
not draw well, except when the content may 
be a little bit scandalous or salacious, our 
Board feels that it is important to save the 
Complex. We have an endowment which, 
if we cannot limit our withdrawals from 
to a prudent level, will severely damage the 
Society. Some years ago we had limited 
financial backing from the Town but that 
has been discontinued.

We are looking to raise our fundraising. 
Can we reconfigure the Complex to 
consolidate our other operations? Should we 
sell any buildings? What kind of continuing 
endeavor can we put on the Complex to 
bring in income to maintain it? On this 
we have already been turned down once 
by Southold Town. Or should we take the 
ultimate step of selling the Complex so that 
we can save our archives, collections, and 
research?

Herb Adler, Jr. — President

Since we have been facing snow 
on what feels like a continual 
basis… it has inspired us to 

start poking into the nooks and 
crannies of the Prince Building to 
see what we can find. In cleaning 
out a section of the basement, our 
hard working Treasure Exchange 
chairs found an interesting 
photograph. It was a 1974 press 
photograph of four ladies standing 
in the old consignment shop 
holding a variety of treasures. After 
puzzling over the identities the 
ladies, I checked our files and did 
not find the clipping. So I emailed 
one of our local libraries that keeps 
back copies of the Suffolk Times. 
Sure enough they had a copy of the 
photograph, and according to the 

caption posing in the image are: 
Mrs. George Nohe, Mrs. Walter 
W. Allen, Mrs. Donald Garges, and 
Mrs. Carl Schwartz. What is also 
interesting is that the women are 
standing in the Southold Historical 
Society’s Thomas Moore House in 
our first consignment shop called 
the ‘Treasure Trove’ – the original 
name of our present day Treasure 
Exchange! 

Amy Folk — Collections Manager
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The Society’s first consignment shop was staffed by the ladies shown above, 
circa 1974, and located in the Thomas Moore House (below.) 
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The process of homespinning from scratch was demonstrated at a 1960 SHS meeting.

A little of our own history… 
During September 1960, the 
Southold Historical Society 

held a talk on spinning and weaving. 
Fleece was shown in the raw and 
scouring and the carding of wool 
was explained. The flax plant was 
also shown as was the braking and 
hatchelling to prepare it for spinning. 
Society trustee Rosalind Case Newell 
then followed illustrating the wool 
wheel, the flax wheel, and a display of 
homespun products from old Southold 
families. Linen sheets, tablecloths, wool 
blankets, a rag carpet, coverlets, as well 
as the handmade appliances on which 
they were spun and woven were also 
displayed. 

The following April, an enthusiastic 
audience gathered at the Custer 
Institute where the Society presented 
its Civil War Centennial Celebration. 

The meeting took participants back 

to 1862 when the Company H 
Monitors, was created by 
all Southold Volunteers. 
Attendees were reminded 
that in 1876, thirty-
two charter members 
organized the Edward 
Foster Huntting Post, 
G.A.R., in Greenport, 
and that a reunion 
was held each year in 
Southold with speakers, 
a parade, and then a 
dinner following that was 
prepared by the ladies of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Southold Historical Society 
President Ann Hallock Currie-Bell 
and her group were to be commended 
for this highly successful evening.

dAn mccArtHy

Dan is in the Society office on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
contAct: southoldresearch@gmail.com or (631) 765-5500
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Lighthouse VoLunteers
the horton Point lighthouse 

and Nautical Museum will open 
on Memorial day weekend. We 
need new volunteers. if you are 
interested in meeting interesting 
people and spending time at 
one of the most beautiful spots 
in Southold, call the historical 
Society’s office.  

Jill Wilson

PLAnneD giVing 
consider Planned Giving: 

you can become a part of the 
Southold historical Society’s 
legacy by including the Society 
in your estate plans. Giving 
opportunities include outright 
bequests of cash, securities 
or property. We recommend 
that you discuss your estate 
plans with your own legal and 
financial advisors. kindly notify 
the Society at 765-500 if you 
are considering a bequest or if 
you have any other questions. 
Planned Giving is fundamental 
to the long-term success of the 
Society.

MeMbershiP
if you have not already 

done so, please send in your 
membership renewal today! 
details are on our website.

newsLetter DeADLine
our next deadline is June 1st for 

the July, august, September 2015 
issue. Mark your calendars.

CLoseD for the hoLiDAy
the Society office will be 

cloSed on Memorial day 
(Monday, May 25, 2015).

F r o m  t h e  a r c h i v e s r e m i n d e r s



We need you!
the Fundraising committee 

seeks your support. the Summer 
Gala will be held on the Society 
complex on Saturday, July 11, and the 
Candlelight Tour will be held there 
just after thanksgiving in November. 
What you may not realize is that 
these fund raisers and events 
absolutely need the support of 
SPONSORS and PATRONS, as does the 
well-being of the Society.

in the next few weeks, you will 
be receiving requests to become a 
SPoNSor (at the level of $500 to 
$1,000) or a PatroN (at the level 
of $250). Please consider taking on this 
important role. 

Special events Patrons will be 
recognized at major events and 
be listed in the annual report for 
2015. in addition, events Patrons 
will receive 2 tickets ($150 value) 
for our July 11 Summer Gala. 
Sponsors receive more tickets as 
appropriate. your support is critical 
to the Society and will be greatly 
appreciated.

JoHn e. bArnes

 Fundraising Committee Chair

Slipping on thin ice

Up until the end of January, this 
winter had been a dream – not 
too cold, almost no snow – a 

really pleasant beginning to the year. 
Then January 27th came. Since then, 
we have been buried under snow after 
snow, making it difficult to access many 
of our sites. For our annual meeting we 
usually use our own sound system, but it 
was buried behind an impassable snow 
drift. So we hired the sound guy to help 
out instead. It did not mater, as we had 
to cancel and reschedule the annual 
meeting due to another snow storm – 
Ughh! Just a few days ago, I succumbed 
to the weather when I slipped and fell 
on the ice that had built up around the 
Society’s office. Hopefully, the snow will 
let up soon and spring will commence.

Once the winter does eventually 
relent, you will find a full schedule of 

activities taking place at the Society this 
year. This includes a series of exhibits at 
the Reichert Family Center in addition 
to a number of special programs being 
done with other groups in town as part 
of the 375th Anniversary celebrations. 

We are very pleased to be hosting 
the reception and barbecue for those 
participating in the anniversary parade 
on August 1st at our Museum Complex.

The April Showers Dinner is coming 
up soon followed by a special fund raiser 
for our Civil War banner, while the art 
auction, regularly scheduled for late 
April, is moving to August – so watch 
for it then. 

GeoFFrey k. FleminG — Director

Despite snow and freezing rain we 
have a full schedule of activities on 
the events section at our web site: 
southoldhistoricalsociety.org

GeoFFrey FleMiNG Photo

The treacherously icy front to the office of the Southold Historical Society this winter.

VERONICA E. O’NEILL
Jeweler & Collateral Loanbroker
Certified Diamond Grader (GIA)

William J. O’Neill 
Sales Exchange Co., Inc.

One East Main Street
Patchogue, NY 11772

(631) 289-9899

d i r e c t o r ’ s  c o r n e r F U n d r a i s i n G



EVENTS & 
PROGRAMS
SPRING EXHIBIT: “HOBBlING 
THROUGH SOUTHOld”
march 20, 5–6:30 p.m. 
In the late 19th century, two older gentlemen wrote 
a column for the local papers called “Hobbles,” 
in which they discussed the various old buildings 
along Main Road in downtown Southold, what 
had happened there, who had owned them, and 
compared them to what was new (in their time). 
This exhibit will feature historic photographs 
combined with maps and their recollections. The 
exhibit will be on display in the Reichert Family 
Center’s Cosden Price Gallery through May 2!

CIVIl WAR BANNER CHINESE AUCTION 
april 11, 11–4 p.m. 
We are holding a special fund raiser this spring 
to help fund the conservation and preservation of 
our rare 1860s “Wide-Awake” banner. There will 
be wonderful items to win at the Chinese auction, 
from gift baskets to jewelry and other wonderful 
items. The event will take place at the Peconic 
Recreation Center on Peconic Lane.

APRIl SHOWERS dINNER 
april 16, 12–8 p.m.
The annual spring dinner will be held at the 
Soundview Restaurant and features chicken, fish, 
or a vegetarian meal. 50/50 raffle. Tickets sold at 
the Society office or on-site the day of the dinner.

PlUM ISlANd PAINTING & 
PHOTOGRAPHY RECEPTION 
may 9, 5:30–7 p.m. 
This exhibit features the collaborative work of 
a painter and a photographer - John Sargent & 
Robert Lorenz - who have visited Plum Island, 
New York. Each has created works that reveal the 
natural beauty of the island. This exhibit will be 
on display at the Reichert Family Center Thursday-
Saturday, 1–4pm through May 30th.

FOUNdER’S TEA
may 17, 3 p.m. 
Each year this tea is held at the Currie-Bell 
House to honor the memory of our founder, Ann 
Hallock Currie-Bell. A lecture/presentation will be 
followed by refreshments.

lIGHTHOUSE OPENS
may 23
The Society’s nautical Museum at Horton Point 
Lighthouse opens to the public Memorial Day 
weekend. The lighthouse will open through 
Columbus Day, Saturday & Sunday, and Monday 
holidays, 11:30–4 p.m.

MARIlYN BOTTJER RECEPTION 
June 12, 5:30–7 p.m.
Marilyn Bottjer has depicted many scenes on the 
North Fork as beautiful fiber-based art pieces. 
This exhibit will feature her works and will be on 
display at the Reichert Family Center through June 
27th.

ANNUAl SOCIETY YARd SAlE
June 13, 8:30 a.m. 
The yard sale has become one of our biggest 
events, drawing in people from all over the East 
End so prepare to dig for treasures on June 13th. 
If you have materials to donate to the sale, please 
bring them in during office hours or call the office 
at 765-5500. We are happy to pick up!

MUSEUM CAMPUS OPENING
June 27, 1–4 p.m.
The buildings of the Southold Historical Society 
opens to the public and will be open Wednesdays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays, 1–4 p.m. through mid-
October.

THE TREASURE EXCHANGE 
The Treasure Exchange continues winter hours 
through March, open on Saturdays from 10 
a.m.–3 p.m. In April, we will resume our regular 
schedule of Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m.–
4 p.m. First day for consignment is Tuesday, 
April 7. Please come in to purchase that special 
something for your special someone.

VINTAGE COUTURE ANd dESIGNER 
ClOTHING SAlE 
coming in July 2015 
A benefit for the Collections Committee of the 
Southold Historical Society. Please consider 
donating your vintage and designer clothing and 
accessories to benefit this sale. Watch for more 
information and please contact us at 765-5500 if 
you have something to donate to the sale!
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