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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

 Preserving & Promoting

Southold’s History

JULY 7, 5-8pm – SUMMER GALA PICNIC at Founder’s Land-
ing.  Join us as we honor former president and long-time volunteer 
Maureen Ostermann. There will be fine food – wine & beer bar – 
live music – and a great silent auction. Watch for your invitation!

WEEK OF JULY 9 – SUMMER MORNING WORKSHOPS  
The popular Summer Morning Workshop series for youngsters is 
scheduled for the week of July 9. Youngsters entering grades four, 
five and six in September are eligible to attend. A variety of work-
shops are offered each day. The cost per youngster is $15 and in-
cludes a mid-morning snack and all materials. All programs are 
three hours in length and enrollment is limited.  Call the office for 
additional information.

JULY 14, 1pm – SUMMER EXHIBIT opens to public. Our sum-
mer exhibit “Voices of the North Fork,” will feature the work of the 
Society’s oral history project. Visitors will be able to listen to a va-
riety of short recordings on a number of topics, including farming, 
recreation, etc.  The exhibit will be on display in the Mayne Gallery 
at the Ann Currie-Bell House at the Museum Complex (Sat., Sun., 
& Wed., 1-4) through Columbus Day.

JULY 14, 4pm – DANCE PERFORMANCE at Horton Point 
Lighthouse.  Join us for an outdoor concert on the grounds of Hor-
ton Point Lighthouse. Please bring your own chair or blanket.  In 
case of rain, performance will take place at the Southold Presbyte-
rian Church.

AUGUST 2, 1-4pm – ICE CREAM SOCIAL.  
One of our most popular summer events. Join 
us for live blacksmith demonstrations, exhibits, 
games, and great Hershey’s Ice Cream.  

AUGUST 5 (Week of) – PIRATE SUMMER CAMP. Local resi-
dent and pirate extraordinaire, Jamie Davis will conduct this week-
long camp for summer kids interested in getting their ‘pirate on.’ 
Please contact the office for further details.

SAVE THE DATE! - OCTOBER 7, 4pm – “Canta Libre” classical 
music concert at Horton Point Lighthouse. Join us for an outdoor 
concert on the grounds of Horton Point Lighthouse. Please bring 
your own chair or blanket. In case of rain, performance will take 
place at the Southold Presbyterian Church.

Director’s Corner 
Summer is here.

With extremely warm temperatures, high humidity, 
and lots of traffic, summer is upon us.

For the Society, that means moving along with the 
renovation of our new exhibit gallery in the historic 
Beckwith Store building.  We are getting closer to  
finishing it every day and hope to be using it this  
summer in cooperation with a well-known East End  
gallery.  Watch for your invitation to the dedication 
and opening of our new space.

We continue to work on other buildings at the Society 
as well.  The Robert Long Print Shop should reopen 
this summer with an updated interior and reorganized 
displays, while new doors have been built for the  
Gagen Blacksmith Shop.  Repairs to the Bayview 
School house will also begin later in the summer.   
The addition of a new building to our grounds – the 
only surviving portion of the Barnabas Horton house 
– will begin later this year – read more about it else-
where in the newsletter.

Please consider joining us at this summer’s two big 
events – the Gala Picnic honoring long-time supporter 
and board member Maureen Ostermann, and the ever 
popular Ice Cream Social in early August.  Both are a 
great way to connect with other Society members and 
to see the work we all do firsthand

   — Geoffrey K. Fleming 
      Director

The crowd awaits the opening of the yard sale!

Our new book 
on the bunker industry 
is here – 
pick up your copy 
today the Society 
office!

£ AUCTION RESULTS •
This year’s Art Auction was our best yet.  A crowded room 
led to spirited bidding on both antique paintings as well 
as contemporary works of art by Long Island artisans.  The 
auction grossed over $58,000, with over $25,000 being 
distributed to those artists and owners who entered works 
into the auction.  Thanks again to everyone who helped 
work at the auction and those who bid hard to win their 
favorite art item.  We will see you again next spring.

The 2012 yard sale
wAS a great success!

BARNABAS HORTON HOUSE
Recently, the Society has received the offer of a very impor-
tant historic building. The majority of the 17th century home 
of Barnabas Horton (and the first courthouse in Suffolk 
County) was demolished in 1878, with only the small kitchen 
wing surviving. The wing was used as a shop, a meeting place 
for the Girl Scouts and other activities before being moved to 
Bayview to serve as a small summer cottage. The building 
has been offered to the Society, and we are now working on 
plans to move it to the grounds of the Museum Complex 
where it will be restored and used for our children’s edu-
cational programs. If you would like to help support this 
project, give us a call in the office at 765-5500.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAMS
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Next deadline for the newsletter: 
September 1st for October, November 

and December

The Society Office will be CLOSED 
July 4th and September 3rd

President’s Corner
What a pleasure it is to move into another summer of activities run by the 
Southold Historical Society.
  Just behind us are two key events; the Art Auction in April and the Society 
Yard Sale in June. With your support, both events were a resounding success. 
Just ahead are the Summer Picnic Gala on July 7 and the Ice Cream Social set for 
August 4.  I urge you to mark your calendars and bring family and friends. Events 
like this are hard to find in today’s world, and we should all take advantage of the 
opportunity to simply enjoy what our special community has to offer. There are far 
too many Society events to note in this message, but I urge you to check 
at www.southoldhistoricalsociety.org  
and click on “Events.”
  With our Director’s leadership 
and the support of a wonderful group 
of dedicated volunteers, the events put 
on by the society add real pleasure to 
both Society members and the Southold 
community.  It makes me proud to be a 
part of the Southold Historical Society.  
I hope you feel that way too.  Have a 
great summer.     
            — John Barnes, President

PLANNED GIVING \

Consider Planned Giving: You can become a part of the Southold 
Historical Society’s legacy by including the Society in your 
estate plans. Giving opportunities include outright bequests of 
cash, securities or property. We recommend that you discuss 
your estate plans with your own legal and financial advisors. 
Kindly notify the Society at 765-5500 if you are considering a be-
quest or if you have any other questions. Planned Giving is funda-
mental to the long-term success of the Society. \

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Please join us at the Summer Gala Picnic, Founder’s Landing on July 7, 5:00 to 
8:00 pm. This picnic honors one of our most outstanding members: Maureen Os-
termann.  Call 765-5500 to make your reservations OR tickets will be available 

at the door. We wish to offer a LARGE “THANK 
YOU” to our 7 Sponsors and 26 Patrons who are 
supporting this and other key events. Look at your 
gala invitation for the names. Note: there is still 
time to become a Patron; cost is $250, which in-
cludes two tickets to the gala. Your support will be 
appreciated.
                    — Fundraising Committee

HORTON POINT LIGHTHOUSE 
Horton Point Lighthouse is open again and as usual we are thrilled to have 
visitors from all over the US and the world enjoying our museum exhibits, taking 
the stairs up to the tower to admire the views, and picnicking in the beautiful park.  
And don’t forget to visit our gift shop!  We always need volunteers.  If you have a 
few free hours to spend with us you could meet and greet visitors on the porch, 
explain the lighthouse history in the museum or provide information in the tower. 
Training is provided.  Our special need is people with retail backgrounds to help 
in our gift shop.   — Gillian Wilson

John Barnes receiving a check from David Kilbride of 
Wells Fargo in support of the new gallery.

From the Archives  
You will be pleased to hear that Southold Historical Society archives was given a collection of items relating to the Old 
Town Arts and Crafts Guild, Inc. Here’s a brief sketch: Included in the information is history of the Guild, minutes of meet-
ings, treasurer’s reports, lists of events and projects, and so much more about this highly-regarded North Fork organization. 
The Guild is known for its classy Outdoor Summer Sales of paintings, photographs, and creative arts objects known as the 
Snow-fence Sales. Antique shows are set up on the grounds routinely, plus tents are assembled on the Cutchogue Village 
Green for even more North Fork artists’ works to be made available, and there are also Christmas Sales. Creativity abounds 
from the officers and members. Old Town Arts and Crafts Guild, Inc. is a truly welcome gift in our community and Southold 
Historical Society is here to help make it shine. It is terrific that the archives has a way of paying tribute to this fine group.  
— Dan McCarthy   
I am at the Archives Tuesdays 9AM to 3PM. Reach me by e-mail at southoldresearch@gmail.com or by telephone at 765-5500. 

FROM THE COLLECTIONS
Generally, when I write this article, it is about a wonderful new item that 
just came in to the collection. We did receive some great things into the 
collection, most notably the Reeve and Bartlett real estate sign. However, 
for the upcoming summer exhibit, I have been working with a series of oral 
interviews that were done in the 2000’s by the Society. The information 
about what Southold was like from the turn of the century down to just af-
ter the Second World  War has been a fascinating look into the history that 
you can’t find in books. Our interviewee’s discuss tidbits of information 
that bring the past alive.  Some notable items are how the accent of the lo-
cals have changed over the years, where the local sawmill was on the North 
Road and that during World War II there was a German Prisoner of War 
camp on Long Island.  Some of the more interesting stories will be featured 
this summer in our exhibit “Voices of the North Fork.” If you have time, 
stop by and listen to what life was like in our town.  – Amy Folk

The Treasure
Exchange

The shop is now open Tuesday through
Saturday 10-4 so come and bring in 
your treasures to support the Society!  
Consignments will are accepted each 

Tuesday through mid-November.  
Stop by and take a look

at our new flyer!

G O L D I E  E X H I B I T
This upcoming spring (2013) we are 
having an exhibit on Harold “Goldie” 
Goldsmith but we need your help! Do 
you have a Southold High School Base-
ball uniform from the 1930’s or 1940’s?  
Scorecards? Letters? Anything on local 
baseball teams?  
If you do please contact Geoff Fleming or 
Amy Folk at the Prince Building – 765-5500.  

ASCHS COMES TO GREENPORT ß
The quarterly meeting of the Association of Suffolk County Historical 
Societies is scheduled for July 27 in nearby Greenport. Coordinated by 
Gail Horton, the Association’s secretary and newsletter editor, the event 
will feature a tour of Geenport’s waterfront and related sites. This is a 
unique opportunity to go “behind the scenes” to learn the history of and 
present day activity of our neighbor to the east. 
 The tour will conclude with lunch at the historic Townsend Manor Inn. 
Call Deanna at the Society office (765-5500) for more information and to 
register. A check to cover luncheon costs is required with registration.


