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Director’s Corner 

A funny thing happened on the way to the 
outhouse…

Not long ago we removed a good deal of vines and 
brush from the east side of the museum complex.   
In the process of doing so, we uncovered the brick 
foundation of a large outhouse that had once stood 
just south of the print shop. It is not clear when it 
may have been built, but it must have been part of 
the 19th century Fithian farm – of which the  
Thomas Moore house was once part. We are hoping 
to one day find a photograph in our collection that 
may reveal what it once looked like.

As the end of the year approaches, we are once 
again planning for the premiere event at the  
Society – the Candlelight Tour. This is, by far, our 
biggest event with more people on-site at the  
museum complex on this one day than at any other 
time of the year. Of course, Santa will be on hand 
for all the small children, and at 5pm we will  
open the holiday season with the lighting of the 
community Christmas tree. All are welcome at this 
family friendly celebration.

Many of our committees here at the Society are 
finishing up their activities for the year, with many 
of their members heading south to warmer  
temperatures.  We appreciate all they do and look 
forward to seeing them all in the new year when all 
their work begins again.

  — Geoffrey K. Fleming, Director

2013 Volunteers’ Luncheon

Shop Locally!

THE TREASURE  EXCHANGE
...will be open through

December 21st for those
hunting for that perfect holiday gift!

MUSEUM SHOP - 
A great new group of 
holiday gifts are now 
available in the museum 
gift shop, including 
some wonderful glass 
ornaments and new 
children’s books. We are 

open Monday through Friday from 9am-3pm and 
most Saturdays from 11am to 3pm. You can also 
place orders over the phone or via our website. 



President’s Corner
It’s hard to believe; the end of 2013 is just ahead and as I reach the end of my 4 years 
as president, I must reflect upon fond memories and items of concern: My fondest 
memories are all about the dedicated professionals and volunteers in our Society.  
It has been a joy to work with you at the lighthouse and in all sorts of special events.  
It has been a source of pride and satisfaction to note our amazing workers at the  
Treasure Exchange, the Museum  Shop, Education of Youth, the Lighthouse, and for 
all those working so diligently in Fundraising, to say nothing of the annual lecture 
series and a seemingly never ending series of outstanding publications written by  
our Director, Geoff Fleming and staff.  We are a vital Society with over 20 active  
committees, and we all have good reason to be proud of its good work. It has been  
an honor to be your president and to work closely with all of our Trustees in leading 
this organization.

There are also some real concerns I should share with you. We have an outstanding 
complex on Main Road that we use for special events like the Ice Cream Social, the 
Candlelight Tour and various programs in the Ann Currie-Bell house as well as in 
Education of Youth, but the Society now has 19 buildings that require maintenance 
and repair, to say nothing of providing adequate utilities. Our basic finances are solid, 
but our costs are an ongoing challenge and we cannot operate without the generous 
support of Patrons, Sponsors and the solid response of the members to the Annual 
Appeal.

I thank you for your support, both financial and in dedicated service to the Society. 
The future of the Society is in your hands.    

       — John Barnes, President

MEMBERSHIP - NEW LEVELS  
It has been almost ten years since we last revised our membership levels.  During 
that time while many of our neighboring institutions raised their rates, we held ours 
steady.  But as costs have continued to rise, it is now time to bring our dues in-line 
with the many other museums across Long Island.  We appreciate your continuing 
support, and we hope that you will consider renewing at these new levels.

HORTON POINT L IGHTHOUSE  \

Columbus Day was the end of another fun year at the Lighthouse. Browsing through 
our visitors’ book shows we hosted people from South Korea, Australia, Iran, France, 
Germany, England and many parts of the US.

Our visitors came for a variety of reasons.  Some were lighthouse aficionados, others 
were interested in local history and can trace their ancestry back to Barnabas Horton, 
while others were just passing by and found us.  During the year, wedding pictures were 
taken in the tower, there was a marriage proposal on the tower stairs, and on the last 
day, a couple who had married in the park in 1997 returned to visit the lighthouse.
We’ll reopen on Memorial Day weekend and hope to see you all then. — Jill Wilson \
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS           

We are, of course, always on the lookout for local items to add 

to the collection. This season’s prize find was a 1941 movie 

poster from the Greenport theater. The theater was featur-

ing the movies for March 30th to April 5th.  The choices were 

so exciting - “Footsteps in the Dark” with Errol Flynn, “So 

Ends Our Night” with Frederic March 

and Margaret Sullivan, and round-

ing out the weekend was Cecil B.  

DeMille’s “Land of Liberty” and the  

cartoon “Blondie Plays Cupid.” 

                                   — Amy Folk

FUNDRAISING

     Thank You 
          ...and Please!

First, THANK YOU.  We are deeply thankful for the 14 
Sponsors, 34 Patrons and the many participants at the 
2013 Summer Gala who bought tickets for the “Wheel-
barrow Raffle” or purchased items at the “Silent Auc-
tion.” This was the best Gala in recent memory, and every 
dollar is well used and appreciated. We look forward to an 
equally exciting and productive Summer Gala next July 
12, 2014, again at the gracious Brecknock Hall, located 
on the grounds of Peconic Landing.

Now, PLEASE. Even though you have been generous and 
we know you are bombarded with requests at this time of 
year, we ask you to respond to our ANNUAL APPEAL 
and help us continue with the outstanding programs and 
events you have learned to expect from this Society.  Be 
assured that every dollar will be put to good use and be 
appreciated.  Your contribution does make a difference.    

                     — Your Fundraising Committee

FROM THE ARCHIVES

POTATO PROBLEMS.   The year 1955 will be written 
down in the century-old annals of commercial potato 
production on Long Island as one of distress and dis-
turbance as well as headache and heartache.  That year, 
production “outstripped” consumption, leaving some 
growers with the possibility that they would have to take 
a loss of between $7,500,000 and $10,000,000 on one 
of the finest quality crops they had ever raised. Size B 
and off-grade potatoes were virtually a total loss that 
year, and even the actions of the Farm Bureau and the 
Long Island Agricultural Marketing Association could 
not mitigate the disaster.   This issue was not the only 
one the industry faced in 1955.  There was the largely 
successful attempt to unionize potato warehouses, and 
the continued mechanization of the industry, including 
the introduction of combines and belt conveyors to cut 
potato harvesting costs.  On a positive note, there was 
less grower-dealer friction than in many past seasons. 
I am at the Archives Tuesdays 9 AM to 3 PM. Reach 
me by e-mail at southoldresearch@gmail.com or by 
telephone at 765-5500.     
                — Dan McCarthy
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CONSIDER PLANNED GIVING: You can become a part of the Southold Historical Society’s legacy 
by including the Society in your estate plans.  Giving opportunities include outright bequests of cash, 
securities or property.  We recommend that you discuss your estate plans with your own legal and 
financial advisors.  Kindly notify the Society at 765-5500 if you are considering a bequest or if you have 
any other questions.  Planned Giving is fundamental to the long-term success of the Society. \

NOVEMBER 29: CANDLELIGHT TOUR 
– 3pm-6pm - We will host our annual Candlelight 
Tour at the Museum grounds on the Main Road op-
posite the Firehouse on Friday, November 29, from 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. All buildings will be decorated 
for the holiday season and open to the public. Farm 
and home craft demonstrations will take place in 
the various buildings, strolling musicians will be on 
the grounds, Santa will be visiting, and refreshments 
will be served. The annual tree lighting at 5:00 p.m. 
will be accompanied by caroling led by the South-
old School Chorus Ensemble. No admission charge,  
donations accepted.

DECEMBER 1: HOLIDAY TEA – Join us at 
3pm for a presentation on the history of Race Rock 
Lighthouse. Our speaker will be Pierce Rafferty, Di-
rector of the Henry L. Ferguson Museum on Fishers 
Island.  The presentation will be followed by refresh-
ments.

— 2014 —

JANUARY 27, 5pm – ANNUAL MEETING – 
Join us for the annual meeting and dinner at Found-
er’s Landing.  Hospitality Chair, Walter Jackson will 
put on a great buffet dinner to be followed by a special 
presentation.

MARCH 11, 5:30pm – POT LUCK SUPPER 
– Once again Jeni’s Main Street Grill will host this 
winter time favorite.  Please bring a main course or 
dessert.

Coming up in APRIL – Spring Photography 
Exhibit “Life on Plum Island – The Fort 
Terry Years,” and the ever popular 
April Showers Dinner on April 3, 2014.

 UPCOMING EVENTS


