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THE SOUTHOLD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

REICHERT CENTER-COSDEN PRICE GALLERY 

EXHIBITION POLICY – 2015 

 

1. THE PHILOSOPHY 

 

The chartered statement of purpose, or mission, of the Southold Historical Society is to: 

"promote interest in and education about the history of Southold and to bring together those 

persons who desire to discover, acquire, preserve, maintain, and exhibit historic sites, buildings, 

and relics." 

 

1.1 Background: 

 

In 1940 Southold Town celebrated its 300th Anniversary. During the decade that followed an 

urge to create an organization to preserve and record local history began to take hold. By the mid 

1950's the Historical Committee of the Southold-Peconic Civic Association was beginning the 

work that the Society would eventually take over. In February of 1960, the Association met and 

voted to make the Historical Committee a separate entity. The Southold Historical Society was 

presented with its provisional charter in April of 1960, and Mrs. Ann Hallock Currie-Bell (1897- 

1964) was elected as the first President. The Society received its permanent charter from the 

University of the State of New York in 1965. Since that time, the Society has grown from a one-

building operation with a few hundred objects to one that has 4 separate sites, 19 buildings, and 

over 30,000 objects/artifacts in its permanent collection. 

 

1.2 Southold Historical Society Aims: 

 

The Southold Historical Society aims to show a high quality, intellectually and artistically 

stimulating exhibition program of local and regional significance within the identified specialized 

fields of history, craft, painting, photography, drawing, and sculpture. Through the exhibition 

program it will: 

 

• Support work that is both technically and creatively superior. 

• Support the production of new works in the tradition of our local history. 

• Support both emerging and established artists where their work meets these priorities. 

• Develop understanding and appreciation of local history and visual arts. 

• Look for new ways of presenting such history and arts. 

 

1.3 Our Place in the Local Visual Arts Community: 

 

The Southold Historical Society is one of the only museums on the North Fork of Long Island 

dedicated, in part, to showing contemporary art by professional local artists. The Society’s 

location in the business district of the Hamlet of Southold is used as a resource by a large number 

of visitors and by a broad cross-section of the community and region as a whole. The Society’s 

new building and gallery is in a unique position to bring important and engaging work to 

Southold and to support the well-established network of professional historians and artists based 

in the area through a range of opportunities. The Society regularly seeks opportunities to 

collaborate with other groups and organizations in Southold; this might take the form of jointly 

organized talks or presentations, inviting a professional artist to produce work in collaboration 

with a group from the local community, or inviting an artist to create new work in response to a 

local institution or other local resource. 
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2. THE PROGRAM 

 

2.1. Exhibitions: 

 

There will be programmed exhibition slots at the gallery each year, each lasting one to four (1-4) 

weeks.  The primary emphasis will be on history, crafts, painting, photography, drawing, and 

sculpture. However, the exhibition program will include work in other disciplines when such 

work provides either a commentary or context for work in the aforementioned fields. The 

majority of the shows will be originated by outside individuals or 

groups, though the Southold Historical Society will host at least two (2) exhibitions in the space 

each year. 

 

2.2 Education and Special Events: 

 

Exhibitions may be supported by a range of education and interpretation initiatives and special 

events. These may include talks, workshops, demonstrations, events in other spaces, participatory 

displays, printed material, or online resources. Visits by groups will be encouraged to use the 

Reichert Center’s Cosden-Price Gallery with free-guided talks provided by staff, given advance 

notice. Catalogs and/or information sheets may accompany each show. When possible, the 

Society may produce catalogs or printed material to contextualize single shows. This is dependent 

on funding and/or collaboration with other venues being achieved. 

 

3. OPERATIONAL 

 

3.1 Programming and Decision Processes for Outside Productions: 

 

Themes/topics for the exhibition program may be submitted to the Society by individual artists, 

groups of artists, or organized outside not-for-profit groups, such as the Old Town Arts & Crafts 

Guild. Themes for the program and individual shows will be agreed to by the Society Director, 

who may, depending on the project, consult with other individuals or groups within the Society to 

determine availability and acceptability. Some of the available exhibit slots may be kept open on 

an annual basis to allow programming at short notice. 

 

3.2 Presentation: 

 

Exhibitions will be presented in a professional and accessible manner. Within the restrictions 

created by the current location, the Society will strive for new ways of showing exhibitions and 

endeavor to use the space differently depending on the show. All exhibitions will be installed in 

such a way as not to present a danger to the public. All artworks with be securely mounted. 

 

3.3 Proposals and Submissions: 

 

The gallery will consider proposals for exhibitions from organizations, artists, and individuals. If 

an individual or group would like their work to be considered for an exhibition, they will be asked 

to adhere to the submission guidelines (as noted below). Each proposal will be viewed by the 

Society Director and judged according to how well it meets the Society’s exhibition program 

mission. Proposals not meeting the criteria will be returned. Those meeting the criteria will be 

considered in light of their relationship to shows originated by the Society and proposed for the 

space. Exhibitions may be considered in light of the program as a whole rather than solely as 

individual shows. All proposals will receive a written or emailed response within two weeks of 

receipt, informing them either of the decision or of how and when their proposal is likely to be 
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considered. Artist’s or submitting group details or proposals may be kept on file for 

reconsideration at a later date. 

 

3.4 Rental of the Gallery: 

 

Only one of the Society’s galleries, the Cosden-Price Gallery located in the Reichert Family 

Center, is available for rent. The gallery is available to rent for exhibition purposes but not if it 

conflicts with part/all of the Society’s main programmatic values or mission. This is to ensure 

consistency in the identity and philosophy projected to the Society’s audience. 

 

3.5 Sale of Work: 

 

Works exhibited in the Society’s galleries may be for sale, unless otherwise requested by the 

artist. The Society will sell the works personally and will collect the full sale price plus any 

applicable taxes. If a sale is made, the artist will be paid directly by the Society with the Society 

retaining a twenty percent (20%) commission. Works will not be available to the buyer until the 

end of the exhibition or show unless the artist agrees to loan an additional artwork to replace it. 

 

3.6 Fees/Production Costs: 

 

The Society will charge a fee for the rental of the gallery based upon the length of the exhibition. 

This fee may be reduced for not-for-profit organizations that submit proposals to utilize the 

gallery. This fee is in addition to the commission paid on works sold through any exhibition. The 

Society will not normally contribute a sum towards the production, framing costs, or opening 

reception, or any other exhibition costs incurred by exhibiting artists. Work produced for the 

exhibition remains the property of the artist/owner unless sold. 

 

3.7 Contracts: 

 

All exhibiting artists/groups/individuals will receive written contracts outlining all responsibilities 

and payment terms. 

 

3.8 Press and Marketing: 

 

Exhibitions will be marketed according to the Southold Historical Society’s marketing aims. 

Artists will be expected to make available images and text for marketing and print material. 

Invitations created by the Society will be distributed digitally. If print advertising is requested, 

the cost of such advertising will be the sole responsibility of the artists/groups/individuals. If 

artists/groups/individuals intend to advertise, issue press releases, or publish an article on their 

own, the Society must approve of the text/content in advance of any such submission. 

 

3.9 Private Viewings: 

 

Private viewings may be arranged for exhibitions where exhibiting artists are able to attend. 

These may be combined with another event such as a talk or other discussion. 

 

3.10 Transportation: 

 

Transportation costs and arrangements will be the sole responsibility of those individuals or 

groups organizing an exhibition. 
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3.11 Installation/De-installation 

 

Society staff, along with participating artists or groups, will install all exhibitions. Cases may be 

made available to protect fragile artworks/objects that are part of the exhibition. For items 

requiring the creation of specially designed cases, artists/owners may be required to participate in 

the cost of the creation of such cases.  De-installation will be complete within one (1) day of the 

closing of a show, leaving the remaining time for the installation of the next show. 

 

3.12 Exhibition Guides and Docents: 

 

The need for guides and/or docents for each exhibition will be identified with the artist or group 

at the earliest possible stage of planning and will be managed by the exhibiting artists or group. 

 

3.13 Special Events: 

 

Exhibiting Artists will be requested to participate and provide information for special events 

should they be requested. 

 

4. PROPOSALS AND SUBMISSIONS 

 

Proposals for exhibitions from artists, individuals, and organizations will be considered as long as 

they meet the Southold Historical Society’s submission guidelines. 

 

4.1 Not-for-profit Organizations: 

 

Outside not-for-profit organizations may be granted permission to organize an exhibition using 

the Society’s gallery. Such exhibitions must be in line with the Society’s chartered mission and 

it’s priority for exhibiting local and regional history and art. Organizations must submit the 

following: 

  

 1.  Project narrative including the overall concept for the proposed exhibition. 

 2.  At least six (6) images of objects to be included in the exhibition. 

 3.  At least three (3) references from other institutions/groups that the organization  

  has previously worked with. 

 4.  A signed contract and payment. 

 

 The narrative portion of the proposal should not exceed one (1) page. 

 

4.2 Artists 

 

Living Artists are an important part of our community. They continue the rich artistic tradition 

that was first established over 100 years ago by Benjamin R. Fitz and later members of the artistic 

community. Living artists are invited to exhibit at the Southold Historical Society with the 

provision that they meet the following criteria: 

 

 A. They have lived or worked on the North Fork of Long Island for two (2) or more 

  years; 

 B.  They regularly utilize themes or depict scenes in their artwork that honor the rich 

  historic and artistic heritage of the area; 

 C.  They have achieved a level of consummate excellence in their work through the 

  study of their discipline. 
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Artists must submit a proposal that includes the following: 

  

 1.  Project narrative including the overall concept for the proposed exhibition. 

 2.  At least six (6) images of objects to be included in the exhibition. 

 3.  At least three (3) references from other institutions that the artist has 

  previously worked with. 

 4.  A signed contract and payment. 

 5.  A Resume of training and exhibition experience [no more than one (1) page]. 

 

 The narrative portion of the proposal should not exceed one (1) page. 

 

4.3 Individuals: 

 

Individuals, either from within the community or from outside it, may be granted permission to 

organize an exhibition using the Society’s gallery as well. Such exhibitions must be in line with 

the Society’s chartered mission and its priority for exhibiting local and regional history and art. 

Individuals must submit the following: 

 

 1.  Project narrative including the overall concept for the proposed exhibition. 

 2.  At least six (6) images of objects to be included in the exhibition. 

 3.  At least three (3) references from other institutions that the individual has 

  previously worked with. 

 4.  A signed contract and payment. 

 5.  A Resume of training and exhibition experience [no more than one (1) page]. 

 

 The narrative portion of the proposal should not exceed one (1) page. 

 

4.4 Emailed Proposals 

 

Proposals sent via email will NOT be accepted – they MUST be hand delivered. All proposals 

and submissions will be given equal consideration – regardless of whether the subject or artist is 

established, emerging, or known or unknown to the Society. 

 

4.5 Donations 

 

Artists (or groups of artists) may decide to donate one of the works included in the exhibition to 

the Southold Historical Society’s permanent collection of art. This type of donation will help 

build the Society’s collection of contemporary local and regional artists. It will also add to the 

prestige of the artist as well as their work will be included in the collection of a well-established 

and respected not-for-profit institution.  A small committee (which will include the Society 

Director and Collections Manager) will decide whether the offered item will fit with the existing 

holdings of the Society. Though the artist’s opinion may be included as part of the decision 

making process, the final responsibility for this decision lies with the committee. 
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5. GALLERY INFORMATION 

 

5.1 Dimensions: 

 

Reichert Center’s Cosden-Price Gallery 

Total linear feet –      50 ft. (excluding windows) 

Wall height –       8 ft. 

Height to Ceiling –      8 ft. 

Floor area approx –      500 sq. ft. 

       Plans available as necessary 

 

5.2 Finishes: 

 

Reichert Center’s Cosden-Price Gallery 

Walls:       Painted wallboard 

Floor:        Wood 

Lighting:       Mounted track (dimmable by track) 

 

5.3 Audience Figures 

 

Approx. 9,000 per annum (Society total), between 200-400 per exhibition. 

 

5.4 Insurance: 

 

Works loaned to the Southold Historical Society for exhibition in the Cosden-Price Gallery must 

be covered by the insurance policy of the individual or group loaning the item(s) and are loaned 

solely at the risk of the owner. Each exhibitor (whether an individual, group, or organization) 

must submit a certificate of insurance naming the Society as an additional insured; and it is the 

responsibility of the individual or group loaning the item(s) to maintain insurance coverage 

during the entire duration of each show. The Society is not responsible for damage to any 

artwork on the premises, regardless of cause. Those artists/groups/individuals renting the gallery 

space agree to hold the Society harmless for any such loss, except those losses resulting solely 

from the Society's gross negligence. Those renting the gallery space agree that they alone are 

responsible for the security of all items. 

 

Contact Information for the Society: 

 

Southold Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1 

Southold, NY 11971 

(631) 765-5500 

www.southoldhistoricalsociety.org 

sohissoc@optonline.net 

 


